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Location of Population 
Changes

Most cities started popping up in the East

Started to spread from east to west

In 1840, a few cities seemed out of place. 
probably due to people trying to get west 
quickly.

population concentrated on east coast
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1940 Census

Shows the populations in the urban and 
rural areas from 1790 up to 1940

Displays the percentage of people in the 
rural and urban areas

shows that most people lived in rural areas 
around the 1800’s and then began moving 
more into the growing cities

There is a gradual movement into the cities
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1940 Census cont.

In 1860: 19.8% of the population lived in 
urban areas

in 1940: 56.5% of the population lived in 
urban areas
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Causes of Population 
Changes

Growth of Cities - More people wanted to 
move into the cities because there were jobs

Civil War - Less people wanted to come to 
America 
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The Great 
Migration

The Great Migration - a 
movement of 1.4 million 
african-americans from the 
south to the north, midwest 
and west

took place from 1910 to 1930

The states in blue had the twelve largest net gains of African Americans, while 
the states in red had the ten largest net losses.

This occurred because the african americans wanted to 
get away from racism and to get jobs

Consequences - quick movement of black into north, 
raised tensions (racism) in north
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bar graph of Population in America 
from 1790 to 1940 in percentage
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Urban Rural

Line Graph of population in america from 
1790 to 1940 in percentage
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